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v\» Living of the 


GOS 


Diſtinguiſhed from the - 


| Falſe Miniſcers 


Living upon Tithes and forced 
MAINTENANCE. © 6 


With a Word of Reproof (preceding the diſtinion) to... 
the Miniſters of the Nation, whoſe Kingdom 1 is alrea« 
dy ſhaken and divided againſt it ſelf. 


And the Iniquity and Antichriſtianiſm of that Miniftry which is. C 
upheld by forced Maintenance, briefly diſcovered accord>.,  \ i 
ing to the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament; ''*+ 4 *# 


In a brief Reply to a Book ſtiled, Au Anſwer toaDudkers of. 4 
Heads of Queries, by John Bewick, who calls himſelf a Miniſler ' 

of the Goſpel, and Retior of the Pariſh Church of Stanhop in 4 
Weredale in the County of Durham, 


Te eat the fat and ye clothe you with the wooll, ye kill them the a are 
fed, but ye feed not the flock, the diſeaſed how e not ſftren thened, A 
neither have ye healed that which was Teh. ot have ye th up. 
that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was we 
driven away, neither have ye ſought that which was loſt, but with fant” ©, 1 
ous 52 cruelty Have ye rileanges S008 Ezek. 34- 3+ Th - -. 
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A Word to the ſaid lohn Bewick and the 
* reſt of bis Brethren the bireling Prieſts 
who are in hit way, | 


Fy 
\ 4 Hither areyou now run for a refage end defence for 
V your Tithes and ſet maintenance? doth all your 


old grounds fail you that formerly you have plea- 

=. n ded? are you driven out of Scriptures of Chriſt 
: and his Apoſtles,out of all the Law of God there,and out of Law. 
of Nationsand Countreys, and would you now fly to Mgchiſe- 
: dek, for help }_ what 1s there no ſcripture command+that* will 


own you in your yearly ſtipends, and are you afraid of mens 
Laws failing you, and are you now fled from all your former 
F pleas, and think you to find help from Melcbiſedek? did you, 
; not formerly plead Divine Right,and told us by Scriptures you; 


would prove it, and then bein driven out of all commands or 
| examples in Scriptures, then you pleaded the cuſtome of the. 
\ Countrey, and National Law, and by that in Olivers time you 
| took mens goods, arid caſt them into priſon, and made hayock 
and ſpoil abundantly, and then many of you would not plead 
ſcripture at all, bur by cnſteme and humane Law you would 
have it? and dare you no longer depend npon that, and dare 
you now think Melchiſedek, will ſtand you in ſtead, or own you'in, 
your work and trading, any more then the Prophets and Apo» Þ} 
les? what are ye of the Order of Melchiſedek now, who buta |} 
while ago muſt needs plead the order of Leviz and then when 
that order and your manners will not ſtand together, then;yon - { {| 
| pleaded the order of the Nations; and now thou S. B. in thy © 
book would make prope believe that you are after the order of 
Melchiſed k, and that Tithes was 'yours before they were given - 7? 
to Levi, and that he had them but for a time by a ſpecial com« 
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mand, till you came, and then you were to come up after the 

order of Melchiſedek,, and ſo you muſt now enjoy them for e« 

ver, &c. + 7 * "Ol 

A But now you muſt be tried in the light whether you be ofthat ' 
Az + , . y” . ordny 
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eA Word to the ſaid lohn Bewick and the } 

* reſt of his Brethren the hireling Prieſts } 
who are in his way, H 

VV your Tithes and ſer maintenance? doth all your 
| old grounds fail you that formerly you have plea- 


h " ded? are you driven out of Scriptures of Chriſt 
and his Apoftles,out of all the Law of God there,and out of Law. 
of Nations and Countreys, and would you now fly to Mychiſe- 
dek, for help }_ what is there no ſcripture command+ that” will 
own you in your yearly ftipends, and are you afraid of mens 

Laws failing you, and are you now fled from all your former 

4 pleas, and think you to find help from Melchiſedek? did you, 
not formerly plead Divine Right,and cold us by Scriptures you, 
would prove it, and then beinf driven out of all commands or. 

examples in Scriptures, then you pleaded the cuſtome of the. 

Countrey, and National Law, and by that in Olivers time you 
took mens goods, arid caſt them into priſon, and made hayock 
and ſpoil abundantly, and then many of you would not plead 
ſcripture at all, but by cnſteme and humane Law you would | 
have it? and dare you no longer depend upon that, and date | 

you now think Melchiſedek, will ſtand you in ſtead, or own you'in 
your work and trading, any more then the Prophets and Apo» 
les? what areye of the Order of Melchiſedek now, who buta |}: 

while ago muſt needs plead the order of Leviz and then when 'Þ 
that order and your manners will not ſtand together, then-yon ©} 
pleaded the order of the Nations; and now thou S. B. in thy 
book would make people believe that you are after the order ol 
Melchiſed k, and that Tithes was 'yours before they were given 

| to Levi, and that he had them but for a time by a ſpecial come ' 

F mand, till you came, and then you were to come up after the 

| order of Melchiſedek,, and ſo you muſt now enjoy them for e- 

ver, &c. TI 


- 


But now you muſt be tried in the light whether you be ofchat ' 
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freely and received freely, or nothing. And this in Scriptures 
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to have righe to his mainzenance,. ( if you will. be bur content 
with it)for we muſt needs think it meer, that Children ſhould 


_ Inherit che right of their Father; ſo if you be Melchiſedeks chil- 


dren,you will dothis works, which was to relieve the weary Soul- 


dier wich his own bread and wine;ſo you may expe his reward, . 


if they be free togiveit you, as Abram was of his ſpoiles; For 
we.never read that it was the order of Melcbiſedeck to ravine a- 


' bour after outward things, nor ſued people for hire, nor ſpoil- 


ed their eſtates, nor caſt cheny into priſon, nor any way ſought 
after giſts or rewards, nor-dowe read that he ever required or 
received any yearly cythes of any people or Pariſh, either 
ſheaves, beaſts, ſwine, fowls or the like, + which was to relieve 
their families, from' any. creature; bur as he'wasthe Prieſt ofthe: 


"moſt high God, nor called'nor made of men; fo he was main- 


cained by him, and not by men, and he was like to him that 
called him,a bountiful man, ready to give, ready to bleſſe, and 
ro relieve others in their way, as appears in what he did- to: 4- 
bram and his Army in the way, 3; met them with bread and 
wine, and gave them freely, andasked them nothing again, and 


{© hereceived freely tythes of Abrams (poiles , but never can. 


any- of you prove that he had the tythes of Abrams Eſtate, 
Rock, or tillage, nor ever demanded or ſued, or cook by force 


any” part of any mans goods upon any. pretence- whatſoe- 


''ver. 


* So here is M-lchiſedecks order, if you be of: it and his: chil» 
dren, then you will own it, and it will own-you, and we (hall: 
own it alſo in you; And in thisorder we find him-who was of 
that Prieſt-hood, Chriſt Jeſus, a Prieft for ever afcer his order, 
who tous is an example for ever, and all that walk- contrary 


| we deny, who ſaid; ic's more bleſſed to give then to receive, who 


was bountifull'in' feeding others, bnt for himſelf he had nor 
where to lay his head, this was after the order of Melchifedeck,, 
and all his are after him for ever, and therefore none of his 
Miniſters did ever require any thing for themſelves bur what 
was free, not coveting auy mans gold, money, or apparel, nor 
ever in the leaſt did mention rythes to themſelves, or make any 
yearly bargain about carnal things whatſoever, but preached 
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re of men who neves Þ 


om the order of Melchiſedeck,, 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, then from the order of Lev:, as far as 
che Prieſt-hood and miniſtration of Chriſt exceeds in bounty 
and freeneſſe the miniſtration of Myſes, ſo far are you come ſhoxe 
in your orders and. manners, in this coverous praiſe, after 
earthly things. And you are ſeen tobe after the order of thoſe 
that minded earthly chings, which. the Apoſtles forerold of, 


who were coming up in their time, who ſerved not the Lord 


Teſus Chriſt, but.their own bellies, and made merchandize of 
poopie in their times, through covetous pradtifes, and this hath 
eentheorderand manners of you, as your praGiſes hath. pro» 
vedit.in theſe late years,to the ruining of many families,and ſo 
your manners hath declared your:-order and deſcent, none that 
ever was from above doing ſuch things. f 
So it's in vain to ſeek ro cover-that with words which is ſo 
monſtrouſly broken out into contrary ations; The Sheeps cloa» 
thing can no longer cover your various natures, and for this 
end hath God left you to your ſelves, that your prattiſes may 


exceed, and ſo make you manifeſt- to the full, and thus hath.he ... 1 


left you, that the more you ſeek to cover your ſelves with de- © 
ceitfull words, the more you giye occaſion for people to' mind 
your unanſwerable lives, which are become ſo koundlefle in 
covetouſneſſe, pride, and oppreſſion, That neither Chriſt, Meb 
chiſedeck, nor Moſes, can own you therein, nor will anſwer, wha 


you do, ſo that when you have done what you can, you muſt he 


driven back to her that brought you forth, who rides upon;the b 
beaſt, for uo ather power w.ill own you, nor. bear you in. your 
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is Te itioning have you made to. every ſeverall power, to enlar 
F yourbenefcs ? what chraſting out one another our of great 
| * vings to get in yourſelves, And when you have got in, what ha- 
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ears in this Nation? what begging and 

e 
ji 
vock have you made of the peoples Eſtates, and till cryed to 
the earthly powers for more maintenance? what ſucing and caft- 
ing in priſons of poor people F how have you curſed the great 
ones that was over you, When they would not ſerve your turn? 
and ſtirred up wars ms them, till all hath been as heaps 
by your means? how have you flattered ſuch as would feed you 


while they had power, and whenthey fell, then you have revi- 
led chem, aud crept under the next, and flattered them alſo? 


. and all for Tyches, and augmentations and the like, which thou 


calleſt the golden oyl; And yer you would have us believe you 
arenot covetous, nor preach for lucre; And you do deceive with 
your fained words ſuch as are not able to judge between your 
words and your pra&ice, and fo the blind lead the blind, and 
you hate the light chat diſcovers you, and wecan truly ſay that 
tis not becauſe we have wronged, or falſly flandered you, rhat 
you thus hate us above all men, but for the light that is in us, 
and the truth rhat makes you manifeſt ; And we have Gods wit- 
zeflſe with us, and in us, that we hate not your perſons, but your 
ngosly praftiſes, and ſo much the more are we made to teſtifie 
gainkt you, as you ſeek to cover your ſelves with wreſting the 
Feriptures, and caking the name of Chriſts Miniſters upon you, 
but walk in ſuch waies as none of his ever walked in; And in 
fairhfulnefſe ro God and godly men, we cannot allow you nei- 
ther Melchiſedeck,, Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, norany of their words 
to cover you, untill you come into their lives, and leave your 
devouring covetous prattiſes. 
And couldſt thou bluſh, thorn hadſt never had a face to have 
quoted ſuch Scripcures in this thy Book,and laid them upon the 


Falſe Prophers and falſe teachers of old, whilſt thy ſelf is found 


inthe very ſame ſteps; ſorthat modeſty cannot bur admire how 
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thou couldſt paſſe rhrongh them, and not be wounded in 
ee Tpalvlence and made aſhamed, what a fore-head have 
you goty | 

Or that ever thou ſhouldftſo much as mention one Scripture 
Law, to 
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thers as they had received it of God, and they never handled: } 
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ut onee, and hae not by command nor demand, but by a free 

ifr, upon his feeding the Souldiers firſt with bread and wine 
treely; how this will afford you aneverlaſting Law, to deman 
the tenth of peoples labours and eſtates, by which they ſhould 
relieve their families, and not finding them free therein, co take- 
it by violence, they are blind indeed who ſees you not therein, 
your falſe ground, and falſe covers. 

And whereas you Teachers ule your tongues for your great 
Tythes, and ſet maintenance, and the more to prevaile upon 
doubtfull minded people, you take the Apoſtles words, inſdy 
purcting your meanings on them, make fome people 'beheve; 
that when they ſpoke of living on the Goſpel, they meanc 
Tithes, and augmentcations &c. We (ay alas deceived men, you 
cannot deceive us therewith, for we in plainneſſe tel} you, that Y! 
the prafice of the true Prophets and Apoitles, gives the erueand .Þ} 
open meanings of their teachings and writings, and to that 
muſt you come before their words can own you, or we attow- 
you their words, as to have part or pollefſion in them, for we 
know the true Minifters of Chrift preached nor for their belles, 
nor their Maſter-ſhips, nor fought themſelves, nor ever named 
Tyches as belonging to them in any' caſe, nor was ever aug ment 
tation in the bargain to any people, as to their preaching and 
goſpel, nor did they claim agreat houſe to dwell in, bur m alt F 
things laboured to follow their Lord and Maſter, who had na © Þ 
poſleſhon in the earth, for which they left what they had ofthewr F 
own to be as he was, and preached freely as he did, and this: 
teftimony' is given of them 1n the Scriptures of truth, chat they 
wandred to and fro, in hunger, cold, 'and nakednefſe, having -Þ 
no certain dwelling place, and this was their reward, namely 0, A 
make the goſpel without charge, that it might be as free to 04” 
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'F they great houſes to live in, _ great Tythe barns to lay up 
F earchly treaſure, nor[any way exerciſed covetous praiſes, but 
# _ badwhole Churches, to which they had not been chargeable 

| atall, F-* : 

Now for men to take ſuch mens words,to cover their covetous 
.cruell and ravinqusſpoil and Impriſonments, would be as the 
taking a Sheeps skin\to put on a Wolfs back, and then ſay he 
is a Sheep,which might deceive the Sheep, but could not change 
the Wolves nature; wherefore we cannot ſee the holy men of 
God ſo abuſed, and be ſilent, as co have their words ſo wreſted 
quite contrary tothe life thereof, and their god'y innocent lives 
ſo wronged, as to þe preſented as men of ſuch manners and 
behaviour; So let them alone, and their holy words and godly 
| Innocent lives,abuſe chem not bytaking them into your mouths, 
| ſoas to repreſent them to be men of your order or behaviour. 

' And Melchiſedeck, and Chiiſt, cauſe not their names to be eyill 
thought on, by making people believe them to be fathers or 
authors of ſuch ſpoil and bondage to poor people, or of the true 

-- goſpel being ſo chargeable, this is charged upon you all, as you 

_ mill anſwer him in his day, when he comes inall his holy ones 

- Whom wicked men bavebelyed, and in the mean time be aſha» 
medof your comparing;your ſelves with them, and confounded 
in your abuſe of the holy Scriptures,and of holy mens lives, for 
thelightis come from on bigh,and guile 1s found in your mouths 
and carthlineſle in your minds. 

. And you that call your carnal maintenance of tythes and 

augmentationsthe golden oyl, (as thou doſt in thy book) are 
ſeen in the light of God to be wholly ignorant of the true an- 
©  nointing, which ſhould give you fight in your ſelves, and ſo 
cannot lead others out of the world; And it's no wonder that 
©: you ſooppole the true light, your lamp muſt needs be darknefſe 

| whenearthly things is your oy], your gold muſt needs be drofle, 

*# _and your prize below the mark of ele&ion, and corruption 

© carries the draught in your ballance, whoſe golden oyl is earth= 

'F. lythings, you are ſeen co be the men who have in you the falſe 

”. - meaſure, and bag. of deceitful weights, how is the holy one. 

E prized in you, bow is the invifible diſallowed, and how have you 

+ | "Put the price upon carnal chings, whoſe gold is become drofle, 

of theſe dayes?, 
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your gold droſfe, and your oyle darkniefſe ) death, and a ; 


And know you earthly minded men, that'the trne light-is 
riſen on his Children who is the Father of lights, though your | 
eye beyet in the earth, and your minds carnall, calling good 
evil], andevill good, putting light for darkneffe, and darkneffe 
for light, as earthly minds have ever done; And its in, vain for ; 
you to deceive ſuch with chafte, and drofſe, and corruption, by }: 

our calling ir gold,or by wreſting Scriptures to feed ſuch with a | 
ye, for in us the truthis become Judge and Law-giver, and hach ' }: 
redeemed us from lying tongues; glory and praiſes to thetruth , |: 
everlaiting: And we know that tythes was the maintenance of '"Þ; 


} the Jews Levites and Prieſts, but never of the Chriſtians, by any 
| command or example of Chriſt our head, who gave his life that 
* to aboliſh, and many other yoaks of bondage which the Jewes | 


religion lay under; And having triumphed over them all, (ent +) 
Out his Servarits in his own Spiric to proclaim freedom freelyg - }} 
and they gathered Subje&s into his kingdom, whom he redeem» - # 
ed without price, to ſerve him freely, andof him we are, and _} 
his glory we may not give to another Spirit, nor receive anather. 
goſpel that gender totheearth and co viy wh EE 

And for this it is we ſuffer ſpoil to this day, and not for co» 


» 
SEMeoiegraght ap nr =. 


; vetoulneſſe, nor in deſpight tomen, nor in oppolicion te any; MY 
; law of men, but for his fake alone, whoſe precious blood hath | * 


us redeemed intoa better Covenant and Kingdom, and woto 
us if wegive ir up to pleaſe menor ſave our ſelves ;And ſo being 
faithful we Jakks God, and therein we have peace, and, hg! 

pleads ourcauſe, and lifcs up our head chrough all, and. is with 
us through good report andevil report, and we have glory and 
Joy in his reproach, and triumph over the enmity that. for his % 


x 
W-# iy 4 
IS 
LLC. 
"0 
4 if vt] 
4 0,3 
£38 
i 


$3 


R's Pele PTE TE * Ha * 20% l 
” $6 ue? Lt # SY 7 wr 3 4. , 


« wO» 5 N FR (Fs of WY , a6 = atk 
DN  $-= We th; s 
3a aged 
a 's 


5 0 vos wa + s Pg . My mY o Tp Bp 
b % of etna ns - REM hh: 2 : 7 Y SI. #4 =I0 
8 F F 39 PE. 2” jy by Ty ks es EE 5x 24.57 «> PA + £ F n F * 
ON 4 SI ae ET ne IE WH , Le 
DF>: "+. *> P % ['s xc Js SS: 4. bo es 8 " 4 *» u Ck Fg * + E q hs ” p* kc 0+, 1 
8-8 . ' PR: . 4 Ks. 6 bo OO I BE. Me wi 
- s v8 4 - . 5 £ 5 X R a5, 08 - wy "4,28" FP { "Y L 1 a; 8 , 
& IA ; > " >; *%.p "I 5's F > RA AO PV - > 2.6 ene y þ : _ oe P27 8-7 >" £6 | . 'q 
+4 D we”; _— I, , Fi : ; £ > - þ C% - % We *e  # Kh l + 
fer pe 5 5 » Xx mu wa . ooh r 9 a A l 
Wy ER Rong 1 K .; . 6 RR | > +2 K "A 4 C7 " 573 -# Cog LW. AA Gs BE 
2 bs « a TR 4 # x w. © FY ; 2 i, 
p N , 1c " | 
Ly : , - q 7 . 4 
. " gent, , 
| ) tan Un EXQTe a , 
- -. (| e £ art. 
[3 4 - o S 
a? x 


| "And we know afſuredly, that as long as our God ſhall ſuffer 
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-n to hate us, and reproach & ſpoil us for this, we being faich+ 
Fall ſhall not want the Lambs power to. withſtand all your 
deceicful words, & works of cruelty, & not be cainted with your 
enmity norgive-up the right of his kingdom, but in perfe& 
= mDeace be keptinerein, till righreouſneſle ariſe coreign and judge 
; {A themeek of the earth, who are found faithfull co his coming, 
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A brief Reply to the ſaid Book, entituled, An Anſwer 
' toa Quakers ſeventeen heads of Queries, &c. 


Prizf.y Ohn Bewick the Prieſt, in his firſt Anſwer in the ſecond | 
bk J age of his Book, ſaith, I truly. affirm my ſelf to be a mi- F 
miſter of Feit Chriſt, becauſe he hath called me to his miniſtry, and | 
bath notonely endowed me with gifts eſſcntial tothe miniſtry, butfurther 
i called me by a right Ordination to it, according tothe way of the Church 
1” of England, and all ancient Catholike Churches, and according to that 
i only Kult given from God,for the ordering of mens converſations heaven= 
i ward, whichis the holy Scriptures, of which T ſay, end will maintain 
| i# againſt all appoſers, that it is the onely Rule given ” God, for ordering 
= Glens converſations in things appertaining to God, and which leads 
jo Khem'towards Heaven. 
b  *- Reply. In theſe his Aﬀertions he hath plainly confounded 
3 Himſelf, and ſhewed that he wag never called by Chriſt co the 
5 Miniſtry, nor endowed with-gifgs for it, in counting the Scrip- 
*F. twrethe onely rule for ordering all mens converſation in things 
1  @eppertaining to God, and which leads them cowards heaven 3 
wherein he hath ſhuc himſelf out of the Spirits ordering and 
_ Jeading, and ſo he is not called by Chriſt cothe Miniſtry, for he 
-- hath'fer the Scriptures above the Spirit of Truth, ſeeing it was 
' that Spirit which led the Saints mto all crutch, and by which 
they were made Minifters of Chriſt, and knew the things that 
': were freely given unto theny of God, who worſhipped and ſer- 
[= ved God, not in the olnefle of the Letter, but in the newneſle 
F of Spiritz:Jobe6.1 3+ 1 Core2 12, 2 Core3eb, Rom. 7.6.Alfo this Ps | 
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pertaining to God, As 10. 35. and ſo would limit God to an 
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n things appertaining es God, he would © | 
nnort read nor profeſfſe the Scriptures, atid * {| 
all thoſe Gentiles who had not the Law or writing of iv outs" 
wardly, from having their converſations ordered, in things ap- 


bn 4 * 


outward ry - or Letter, when he is not to be limited, for he- | 
diftributeth of his grace unto all men, for the ruling and or- }F 
dering of their converſations, and even ſuch Gentiles as hadnot F 
the Law outwardly, but'by nature did thoſe chings contained 
in the Law, they ſhewed the work of the Law written in their 
hearts, Rom.2.14. and ſo were ordered in things appertaining to 
God, and in obeying that righteous Law of God in them, 
which anſwered rhe Law without,they were accepted. And'as 
for the Priefts of England their call co their Miniftry, they can» 
not proveit by the Scriptures, nor produce an example for it, 
that ever any of Chriſts Miniſters were educated to their Mini-- 
ftry at Colledges, that were ſec up by the Papiſts, as che Popiſh 
Priefts, and che Prieſts of England were, fince the Apoſtles dates, 
at which Colledges they are crained up in Popifh rudiments, 
and ſtudying Philoſophy and vain decent, contrary to the Apo» 
ſtles dorine, Coloſ.2.8, And theſe Teachers that are thus Po« 
piſhly educated, have denied Revelations and immediate Infpi®» 
rations to be in theſe dayes, by which the crue Miniſters were A 
ordained, and called to the work of the Miniftry, Mat. tr. 7 1 |; 
Gal. 1 12. So that they have ſhuc themſelves both out of the 
Spirit, out of the Scriptures, and out of the true Church, whick MK 
is the general ( or catholick) Aſſembly of the firſt-born, whofe-..,7 
names are written in heaven, Heb. 12.22. Again, how plainly. =} 
hath this ſaid .Fohn Bewick the Prieſt concradited himfelf? © 
for afrer that he' hath afirmed the Scripture to, be the © 
onely Rule for ordering all mens converfations, in page 29. file | 
ſeems to own Chriſts effe&ual calling men to the knowledge ' 
and acknowledgement, that he is the Leader and Commander, Mi 
and that thou muſt run cohim. So that from this Chrift m it >. | 
be the orderer of mens converſations, and their Leader, and « *4 
not the Scriptures, for they are got Chriſt, but doteffifle of 4 
him, and areto be fulfilled by Chriſt in the believers, and not 4 
made a trade of as the Prieſts'do. Again, how hag Fobu Bews 
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The boly Scriptures, ave the principles or chief outward m 


r_ingrbe, which are 
|  tYepureReligion. To which Ifay,.then away with their preaching, ' 
'. wehthey make ſuch .agreat trade of, & away wich cheir weaning | 
 Cinteypretarions,. Which they adde tothe Scriptures, contrary 
to,Wwhat the words of Scripture in many places do import, Gr _ 
fignifie, as ſore of the Prizſts do conſels, and yet the Scriptures 
wuſt bethe chief outward means for attaining knowledge, and 
ordering mens converſations, asthey. ſay, What confuſion and 
folly is chis,.one while for them. to protelle che Scriptures tobe. 
the onely Rule, and another while to fer themſelves with their 
meanings as Judges over the. Scriptures, and thus they bring 
upon themſelves the curſe (pokenof in Kev.z2.18. 

{.,Pr. And though the Lord in theſe, our times doth not ſhew viſible 
wmmediate Fudgements, ordinarily on unfaithful payers of Tythe;,which 
are Chriſts dues, and his miniſters for his ſake, yet it is moſt ſure, that 
without repentance ſuch ſhall lie under Gods.eternal curſe, who live and 
aye in. their thievery -of robbing Gods miniſters in the leaſt F kane of 

their liveliboed appointed unto them from God; and as a proof of this, 1 
the Prieſt. quotes , Ml.3.9.9. and in pages 2-. 24. he Froceeds ; 
thus, viz. hen I and other his Miniſters demand o' men Tythes, we | 
” demand not from them any price, #0 not one penny ont of that which is 
theirs,&c. and if they either detain it 'rom us, or defravd us of any part 

F  gheredf, they rob not us, but God and Chriſt of their due rent and homage, 

i -and as God threatens a curſe to rebellious, unthankful, ſacrilegions, God= 
©. robbers, ſo his curſe (except they prevent it by a ſpeedy amendment ) will 
-Qvertake them may be in this world,&*c. for the flying Rowl? of his curſe 

-8504t, to conſume the very houſes of Thieves, who ſteal from him -and 

hers; However,everlafting confuſion in the world to come will be the 

© portion of ſi:ch who repent not of their robbing God of his portion, 

-,_- Rep, You may ſee here how hardly this Prieft hath threatned 
.them that ſhal detain Tythes from them,and called them ſacri- 
legious God-robbers,as if he would affright & terrifie people, to 
make them pay the Prieſts Tyches; but he hath ſpoken falſely 

FF .Aanddeceitfully, inſaying,that when they demand Tythes, they 
# demand not any price of what is the people's, and he hath bur 
| ſhewed his deceit, and covetous ſelf ends, for the paying of 
 _.rtythes was under the Law among the Jews, and'not under the 
$ - .Goſpelamong the Chriſtians, and*the robbing of God in eythes * 
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..2. and their robbmg God. was when the Prieſts were grown 
hip PS a Fhad violated the Covenant, Which 
was a cauſe why the Tythes were not brought by the people ro. 
the ſtore-houſe, for the relief of the fatherlefle, widowes and 
ſtrangers, according to the command of God in the Law; fo. 
chat, whenthey with-held che Tyches fromthe ſtore-houſe, the' 
fatherlefſe, widows and ftrangers ſuffered watit, and were op» 
prefied, Mal 3. But the Prieſts were grown great, and waxen 
rich, and fat, as they are now, Fer. 5, 25. ſo that upon this ac« 
count the Prietts who take Tythes are the God-robbers, who 
who with-hold them from the ſtore-houſe, and relieve not the 
poor out, of them as the Prieſts under'the Law did, for Tythes 
under the Law was the Lords porticn given to the Prieſthood” of 
Levi for their ſervice at the Tabernacle,and for the relief of the 
Orphans, Widows & Strangers, Dent. 14. 2g.Num. 1f.21.now if the 
Prieſts took this courſe. to maintain the poor, out of che 
Tythes, we ſhould not have (o many beggars crying in the 
freets, ( and. begging and complaining at the 'ſteeple-houſe -: 
doors, as in this London) and up and down the Nation as, we 
have, and yet the Prieſts areTich and far, buc the Apoſtle © 
preached the end of that ſervice of the Tabernacle ( which was F 


} the Prieſts offering burnt Offerings, and Sacrifices,for their own: - 
| and the peoples fins, which were but a ſhaddow, for which fer- 
; vice the Tyches were given them ) and anend of that Prieſt= 


hood that took the Tythes, and a difanulling of the command» 


ment, by which the Tythes were payed, Heb, 7. & 9. & 1c,,,, 
Chapters; ſo that the Prieſts have not an example from the Apo»'" ©! 
ſtles and true Chriſtians, for taking Tyrhes, nor fiom any ofthe” * 
believing Gentiles among the Chriſtians, for it was the Jewes | 
raiſe under the Law, and the Papiſts pra@iſe ſince the Apo= 'Y! 
les dayes, and not the Chriſtians prafiſein the true Church, . 
Pr. The Apoſtle tells us that as it was ordained by God, that "they of 
old who waited on the Altar, ſhould live of the Altar, ſoGod hath, dt= 
dained that they who preach the Goſpel ſhould even . ſo live of the Goſpel, | Þ 
even ſocomprehends in it, that in the ſame manner, the maintenance of } 
the Preachers of the Goſpel ſhould ariſe, which thou 'may kyow was by” | Þ 
Tithes and Offerings, by Lands and Houſes, for them and their Fa=' Þ 
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* Rep, Sechow deeifully his min deal 
| with che Ordinance of God, who would truſt 
. andinftead of living upon the Goſpet, which God had 


- ed for all Goſpel Miniſters, he would ſet np living upon Tythes, 
F which was an ordinance cf God under the Law, even fo living 
| ofthe Goſpel is an Ordinanice of God under the Goſpel, which 
| rdinances are two, relating to the feveral ſtates; But from 
- what the Prieſt hath kere laid down, the Minifters of the Goſpel 
munſt live by Tythes and Offerings as the Prieſts of old did, who 
waited at the Altar, in which he hath plainly denied Chrift the 
one offering to be come, who ended thefe many outward offer- 
ings which pertained tothe Altar,which could uot make perfef, 
as Chyiſt the ,one offering doth; again, living of the Golpel was 
got living by Tithes, nor forced mamcenance, which the Priefts 
live of, neither are Tythes the Goſpel, neither have we the 
Apoſtles nor Chrifts Minifters example for ttving by Tythes 
and forced maintenance, as the Pricfts do, which is not alivmn 
of the Goſpel; for they who lived of the Goſpel, lived as God 
# ordained,and truſted hinsfor their livelihood, and hennade way 
| for their being relieved freely without compulſion; fo that, ever 
 ſoGod bath ordained, that they that preach the Goſpel muſt live of it, 
comprehends in it, that they who lived of the Altar, andthey 
who lived of the Goſpel, lived as God ordatned them, withour 
compelling maintenance from people as the Priefts do, wherein 
they dare not truſt God with fulfilling his owrr Ordinance, bur 
mult have an outward Law derived from the Popes lawes, on 
their ſides to compell Tythes and Maintenance from people; fo 
That they are ſo far from living of the Goſpel, that ſome of chem 
have ſaid as much, as that if they had not a Law to force main- 
| tenance from people they might ſtarve, and thus they diſcover 
= themſelves to be aut of Gods ordinance, and are none of his 
FF Miniſters, who make ſuch an Idol of Tythes, and put ſuch confi- 
+ dence in that their Maintenance, chat Jobz Bewick hark called 
their maintenancetke golden oy]. 
=. Pr. Truely I am like one of thoſe holy Levites and religious. Prieſts 
6 (#4. thoſe times ) who did onely ſeek and look after their dues of Tythe- 
p— fleeges. and ather Tithes,Yc. but in contradigion tothis, he ſaith.in 
- page 10g the order of Prizſts, of Levi and Aaroa, whoſe prieſt-hood mas 
"_— ical, to continue but untill Chriſt, (unto whom: the prieſft-boed Jid 
bo 1 roperly appertain)came & had taken upon him the everlaſting priefthood 
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" *Rep.Now iFebis Pricft be like one of cheſe Levires whoreceived } 
"© Fyches under'the Law, chen'he'is nor « Miniſter of Chriſt, nor 
of the New. Teſtqmens; ſeeing he hath acknowledged the Prieſt» £©' 
hood of Leviand Aaron was typical, and bug tocontinue untill Þ 
. Chrifſthus hath he confounded hiniſelf hereingand (ſhewed that | 
he is in the ſpicic of Antichriſt which denies Chriſtgo be, come 
in the fleſh; and(ſo would 'nphold a typical: Prielt-hood, whieh 
Chriſt-ended, for ke is'the end of rypes,& {ſhaddaws whoblotie,l 
out the handwriting of Ocdinances arid nailed it to his croſs, 
and openly triumphed overthem, Again, how (adly hath chis 
; ſaid Prieft confured himſelf in pleading for Tythes, from the 
 pradtiſeof the Levitical Prieſt-hood (and as one; of chem! fince 
| that he hath confelled that Priefti- hood was typoal, and but ts cout» 
#1e umill Chriſt, as alſo he hach confefled mn p. 12 1, That that com 
wand is diſanulled that gave the I evites Tythes, wherean he hathcalt 
all his former 'do&rine. for. Tythes m' the duſt; for fince that 
command for Tyches was difanulled by Chriſt, he cannot ſhew j 
that ever God ſer up another tinge inſtead of ut, for his Minitters * }: 
ro'take Tyhes of the people. But again F. B:wickthe Prieſt bach }| 
contradifed'himſelf, 'in p. 416. 'where he ſaich, The Lord; hath_ Al 
made a Law which he never yet repealed, whereby it, is evident, vbat  Y 
paying of Tythes is a ftanding theng to be done after Abrahams time. The |: 
Law is this, Thou ſhalt truly Tithe all the increaſe of the ſeed that! the 
: field bringeth forth year by year. .. So long they as there ſhall. be aniithe 


world fields which yields mcreaſe, theowners. of them are honyd to pity | Yi: 
yearlythe Tinkd;$ee7:- ol 31 be boa vg LS 245 cds 93414514 
Rep. What « Babyloniſh Merchant is this! who thus often 
confounds hiaiſelf; this Law which he: ſaith God never yet Re» 
pealed,-appertained to the Levitical Prieſt-hood,, who were to | 
relieve the fatherleſſc, widows, and ftrangers, ou ofthe Tythes, 
and'co offer the centh of the Tithe as an heave-offtering untothe ' J}? 
Lord, Num.$$.26. and this Prieſt hath acknowledged that Prieſt» 7 
hood to be typical, and the-command to be diſanu]led that gave © 
the Levites Tythes; thus he overthrows himſelf, and his Baby- 3 
loniſh Rtuffe about his golden oyl, without which his Lamp ar 
preaching (1t ſeems) would be extinguiſhed 4 but mark You eo | 
wheretheftrength of his proof lies for Tythes, as followghl88* 3+. 
Pr. Though that Command be diſannulled that gave 'thi LEvites 4 
. Tythes, yet the Law of T tthing is 10t diſanulled which gave felobi- - > 
v4 Ar 1-9 xt 
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Taith Tythes'ofigt 
ged -to the Priefi-biod of Chriſt typ:4 = Melchiledeck-y;- who 
tethed Abraham 'by right or Law orzyinal, page nu. 

Rep. Abrahams giving Tythe to Melchiſedeck,, was his giving 


the tenth of all the ſpoil which Abraham had taken artthe (laugh- 


ter'of the Kings, and this was a free gift to Melchiſedeck,, for 
Abraham gave it him when he returned from the {laughcer, and 
.Melchiſedec met him with bread and wine,which 1s no Law,nor 
warrant atall for the Prieſts forcing the centh of mens labours 
and eſtates from them, which are no ſpoiles taken in war, bur 
that which many poor men do toyl and labour hard all the 
year long for, many of whom have ſcarce ſufficient to maintain 
cheir Families withall, and yee muit be defrauded of the tenths 
of their labours and increaſe, by a company-ofgreedy teachers. 
Again, ſee how pittifully this Prieſt is pur co it to. prove their 
praftiſe of taking Tythes, who cannot produce any Law in 
force, by which Melchiſedeck, received Tythe of Abraham, and 
h pleads for ſuch a Law being in force till for Chriſts Mini- 

ers, but cannot ſhew it in the Scriptures, though he aftirm the 


| Scriprute to be the. onely Rule for ordering all mens converſati- 
© ons inthings appertainingib@) 


gt&&God: and in pleading for a Law 
tobe ſtill in force, by which Wrabom gave Tythe to Melchiſedec, 
he mighc as well pleadthagWars and fightings muſt continue 
ſtill; for ic was only Tyrhe'of all che ſpoil char |{braham gave to 
Melchiſedec, chough this'Prieft falfly ſaith it was all his fub#ancial 
increaſe thatMelchiſedec tythed, and yet he owns that the Prieſt- 
hood of Chriſt was typed in Melchiſedeck, and thus he confounds 
himſelf in pleading for a type to continue, and herein denyes 
Chriſt whois the tubſtance and end of types. Again Abrahane 
was a faithfull man,'and whar he did wasa freegifr, which.is no 
warrant for the Prieſts compelling Tythes, from {uch' as the 

count covetous and rebellious people, as this, ſaid Prieft bath 
done, neither do we believe that theſe covetous. Priefts of En- 


gland are ſuch Prieſts and Kings as Melchiſedeck, was, that is, 


Without Father, without Mother, without Deſcent, without be- 


pinning of dayes orend of life, as he was; So that theirpleads 
ingfor ]'ythes from Melchiſedecks once receiving the tenth of 
the ſpoil taken in war, (which alſo the Papiſts have pleaded for 


'the Maſſe-Prieſts taking Tythes) this is no ground nor exawple 
_ for their Tything as they do, who tythe Calves, Pigs, Geele, 
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_ "Epgs, Apples, Hay, Wooll, Lak Flaw Foals, Plow=pennies, 
\Bees, Gardens, &c. which this ſaid Prieſt would fain vindicate, Þ|. 
buc cannot prove this their praiſe from any example or do» Þ}* 
arine of Chriſts Miniſters 1n the Scriptures; and this Prieſts 
dod@rine alſo tends to make all the Miniſters of Chrift tranſl» # 
greflors, ſeeing he pretends a Law of God ftill in force for Þ. 
cheir taking Tyches yearly, and yet Chriſts Miniſters did not Þ 
© take Tythes as the Prieſts do, but preached freely, and endea®= Þ| 
; voured to keep the Goſpel without charge. Again, how are. 
theſe Prieſts confounded, and divided among themſelves about 


RFC a 


' __Thythes, which are the main pillar of their crade, one fort of | 
them to my knowledge do deny that they have any divine right Þ}. 
to Tythes, but onely like a company of ſturdy beggars claimes Þ' 
them as a tree gift. of the Magiltrates, and by a Law of the Na= |. 
tion; inſomuch chat from that ground they compell them from |}. 
l people after that they have gone a begging to the Magiſtrates } 
J for thei; others of the Prieſts claim Tyrhes by divine Right, as }: 
4 Fobn Bewice blindly hath done like the Papifts, and yer when 
we have demanded of ſome of the Prieſts to (hew us that Law 
which they claim them from, and which they ſay was a Law to j 
Abrabam for giving Melchiſedeck the tenth, they could not ſhew F}!: 
us any {uch Law, nor prove that ever Abraham pave Tythe in ip 
that manner as to Melchiſed:c any more then once, but ſome of }- 
n them have (aid they muſt pre-ſuppoſe a Law, and ſome of them | q 


have ſaid that it was a Law of nature,by which Abraham ſo gave } 
the Tythes, and thus they confound themſelves, and both have lf 
ſhur themſelves our of the Scripture, as being their Rule, and 4 
out of the ſteps of all the true Miniſters of Chriſt mentioned in  Þ: 
the Scripture. Again 7. Bewick the Prieſt in page 111. ſaith, ' -F' 
All Tythes ought to be payed unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whois an ever® « 1 
laſting Prieſt after Melchiledec 5 order, he ever liveth to be a taker of 
Tythes. k 
"Rep. What (ily tuffe is this! If all Tythes onghe to be paid. 
unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, then not unto you covetous hire- 
ling Prieſts, buc in this hath 7. B, ſpoken fooliſhly, for Chriſt is 
the heir of all things, and the nine parts and the tenths are 
all his, and 7. B,in cornt ng that the Tythes are paid toChinſt, - 
when they are paid co theſe covetous Prieſts, herein his b[Aphe- 
my appeareF. nl Te r*24.c: 1 1» 
Pr. Abrahams example of doing it, (to wit of giving Tythe to Mel- {| 
| Gt; 6 chiſedec) 
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|  Chiſeder) tholigh we bad no mtimation bbw oft be did it, it bindin 
ll ( who areby profeſſion the children of Abraham according to faith) 
ſo * to do it as they bave the ſame gronmas for doing it which Abraham 
'bad once. 

Rep. If Abraham's example of giving Tythe to Melchiſedeck 
once, be your ground for receiving Tythe, but ſo often as you 
have the ſame grounds for it, then from this you are bur once 
to receive Tythes, and that from ſuch as Abraham was, if the 
will give you them freely, and ic muſt be the tenth of the 
ſpoil too, after che {laughter of ſo many Kings as Abraham {lew, 
Gen. 14. but fure you'l be hard puzled e're you come to that; bur 
that you are not content to relye upon, but muſt be robbing 
the poor in the mean time, many of whom you have robbed of 
much more then the tenths, afrer that you have begged che 
Magiſtrates encouragement; thus you ſhew your lelves to be the 
moſt ſturdy beggars in all the Nation. 

Pr.God reſerved to himſelf the Tythe which is his annual rent and holy 
tribute, p. 22, The Lord Chrijt hath appointed his Miniſters to receive 
this his rent of Tytbe. 

Rep. A company of bad Tenants and pay-mafters are you 
then, who take Tythes to your ſelves, and thereby maintain 
your ſe]ves, and wives, and children in pride and fulneſſe, and 
do not give God that you call his Rent, as it was given in his 
ſervice, when the fatherlefſe, widows and ſtrangers were main= 
-"tained out of the Tythes in the time of the firſt Prieſt-hood, 
when the Law for Tythes was in force, which Chriſt diſan- 

nulled. 

Pr. God hath given Tythes unto us his Miniſters, as an aſſured com= 
fartable proviſion for us here on earth, that we may attend on his peculiar 
ſervice without diſiratton. 

Rep, From this then it appears, the Prieſts weuld fall into di- 
ſtra&on if they had not Tythes, wherein they are manifeſt to 
be our of the life of Chriſt and his Miniſters, who had learned 

-1n every condition to be content; bur thele Prieſts are never 
content, but one ſort or other of them alwaies murmuring and 
complaining in their Books,or otherwiſe for their Bellies, or for 
Tyches for chat end, which were never given them of God, but 
: by the compelling powers and Lawes ſecup in che Apoſtacy,fince 
. the Apoſtles dayes, 

Pr, Toe Apojtles during that time, could not in equity demand Tythes 
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_ " Womthem who bad made over to them Jon on of what they bad, from - 
whence Tythes aroſe, and were Content themſelves to receive their live- 
libood for the future, from ſuch diſtributions which the Apoſtles allowed |} 
to every man, according as they bad need. __ 
Rep, Here's deceit and talſhood indeed, for how did Tythes F' 
ariſeto the Apoſtles from thele poſſeflions, when as they werenot Þ| 
bs onely fold for the Apoſtles relief, bur for the relief of ſuch 
p among theſe Saints as ſtood in need, that none might want, 
] and thus they diſpoſed of their eſtates freely, and laidthe price 
ar the Apoſtles feet at that time without compulliion ; and the 
Apoſtles had no covetous end to themſelves init, neither was ic 
b the Apoſtles work to be diſtributers of the price of the poſſeſſions 
Fi as fal{ly this Prieft ſeems co intimate, but others were appointed 
4 to be overſeers in that ſervice, A&.s. and the Apoſtles gave them» 
q ſelves co prayer, and preaching the word freely; alſo if the q 
Y Prieſts can perſwade their followers to ſell their poffeſſions, and Þ}: 
lay the price at their feet, who ſhall hind:r them ? but I ſuppoſe Þ}: 
' the molt of their hearers are wiſerthen ſo,and have not ſo much I 
confidente in their Prieſts as to truſt them ſo far with their 1 
eſtates, Leaſt chey ſhould(\pend it all upon their pride, and luſt, 
their inſatiable covetoulſneſle being fo well known co the Na» 
tion. 

Pr. Know alſo, that it is not to be found in the while New Teſta= 
ment, that any Apoſtle, or that any Saint, or that the Saint of Saints, 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt, did ſpeak one word againſt T ythes , or forbid 
the paying Tythes to them who were the Miniſters of Gods ſere= 
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Vice. 
i Rep. That's faWhood and deceit, for the Apoſtle Pau! wit- 
neſled the Prieft-hood changed, that had the Tythes, and the 
Law alſo changed, & che Commandment diſannulled that gave 
them, Heb,7. and it was Chriſt in him who was the end of theſe . }* 
chings that brought him cothis teftimony. == | 
Pr, But I have them not from the Pope, I; 


Rep. That's falſe again, for in their originall and riſe ſince 
the Apoſtles dayes they came from the Pope, and the Prieſts can- 
not prove their praiſe of taking Tythes from any of the Apo=. 
ſtles or true Miniſters praCtiſe;ſo let them goto their Anceſtor the Þ| 
Pope, and ſee what grounds he can teach them for taking tythes FJ 


and forced maintenancegfor they have none from the Scriptures 
of the New Teſtament. 
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Pr, The word Vaſter ſometimes ſigniftes one who bath abſolute power 
\ _ and authority over cory mans faith, by whoſe direQions every one is to 
be guided and ordered. in matters of faith, and of ſpiritual obedience, 
thus Chriſt onely is Maſter, none ought t» arrogate to themſelve; Maſter 
 #n this ſenſe, we havsjt6 dominion over their Eh, but are helpers of 
their joy. 
"Fg This is a Teſtimony againft your ſelves, who ſet your 
ſetves as Maſters over mens faith, and would have dominion 
— overit,in your compelling maintenance, and Tythes, from ſuch 
as do not hear you, and ſeeking to compell them to bow to your 
= falſe worſhip, when ic is againſt their faith to pay you Tythes, 
or uphold your worſhip, and yet you make your ſelves ſuch 
= | maſters over their faith, as you would force them by a Law to 
= pay you Tythes againſt cheir faith, and thus your deceit, co 
WW  vecouſneſſe, and hypocrifie is plainly ſeen, who dare neither 
truſt God, your Goſpel, nor your hearers with maintaining 
you, without a compelling Law to compell them, ſo that you 
are not they that liveof the Goſpel. 

Pr. The name Maſter ſignifies one who under Chriſt x ſubordinate 
Teacher and opener unto others the counſel of God revealed (ſuch an one 
by reaſon of his «ffice) is called a Maſter in Iſrael, thus Chrijt himſelf 
acknowledoed that Nicodemus was a Maſter. 

Rep. Whar fallacy, and a pitiful proof for rhe prieſts being 
called of men Maſters 1s here ? this intimatcs then that Nzecoa:- 
mus was then a ſubordinate Teacher and opener unto others 
the counſel of God, if upon this account Chriſt called him a 

| Maſter in Iſrael; bur how falſe this is any wile man may ſee, for 
when Nicodemus knew not the new birth, Ghriſt by way of re- 
proof asks him a queſtion, which was thus, Art thou a Maſter of 
Iſrael and knoweſt not theſe things? 1Toh.3.10. So that then he 
was even ſucha Maſter as the Prieſts are, who arein the unre- 
generate ſtate, andlove to be called of men Maſters, contrary 
to Chriſts do&rine to his Miniſters, Mat. 22. 1 0. 

Pr. The people in Jeremies time loved to hear the falſe Prophets, and 
corrupt Priejts, who taught them lyes,and ſecured them in ther ſins, they 
loved to bave it ſv, 

Rep. Then they loved to hear ſuch Prieſts as you are, who 
teach people lyes, as thou art here proved to do, as alſo theſe 
Priefts1n Feremies time, were ſuch as you are in their bearing 

Rule by cheir means, as you do, which was a horrible og 
det | t ing, 
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ſpoil them of their goods, and by (ome of you Prieſts have ma« [| 
ny been caſt into Priſons, where ſome have remained till death, | 
as many can wicnefle in this Nation; fo that if this f. Bewick, [! 
were not alcogether blind, and hardned in his impudency and 
fallhood, he would not have ſaid that they do notleek to vex 
thoſe, who do not afford them entertainment and embrace» 
ment, as he hath done, who, notwichſtanding this his fallhood, 
according to his own words, he hath made ule of the Law of F' 
the Nation for recovering Tythes, and he can demand them of 4: 
ſuch as he judges are of a perverſe, covetous, facrilegious Spirit, - 1 
P-3- thus his deceit and contrary walking to the Saints is plainty J? 
manifeſt, = | 
Pr. IWe preach not for Tythes, and money accruing to us thence, but 1; 
out of Love to Chriſt Feſns our Maſter, and out of Conſcience to diſcharge 
faithfully our calling and duty, and out of compaſſion to our people to ſave _ * 
them from death. | :. YN; 
Rep In this hath he uttered his deceit and falſhood again,for if © }* 
the Prieſts preach nor for Tythes,and money accruing to them, ; |}! 
what means their making bargains with people for ſo much 
money or TI ythe by the year, and their wraugling with their 
Pariſhioners, and ſucing men at law, and imprifoning fo many. 
for Tythes as they have done,whom they neither preach ro,nor 
do any work for? and the generality of the Prieſts will rake 
bur lictlecare ro ſave the flock from death, if they ,have not 
their bargain for ſo much by the year, made fſure';ere they 
ſertie in a Pariſh, And as for the Prieſts. conſuming themſelves 
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© their Spirits, which. 7. Bew:ck, complains of, I know little rea» 

” ſon be hath thus to complain, ſeeing that ir is ſuch a common 

thing with them to preach by an hour-glafſe, (or by the hour) 

" ſo that they ſhew thernſelves excerding ſottiſh, to be (o tyred 

_ -with ſtudying and compiling as much matter upin a whole week 

as may ſerve them telling an hours timez and belides rhar, 

many of them can make one ſermon ferve them nigh a quarter 

of a year, or above, what pitiful {ſhallow men are they? And 

& ag for the Prieſts being in mourning of their ſouls jn ſecret 

« for the obſtinacy of unruly, unteachable, ungodly, uncon- 

6 {cionable ſinners, who(he ſaith ) fraudulently withhold from 

© them their dues and righes. 1 (ay if it be fo that the Prieſts 

mourn {o much in lecret, it 15 but like the mourning of the 

Merchants of Babylon, when their expectation of theirgain failed 

them, and the Prieftts mourning and complaining 1s chiefly for 

their Bellies, as appears this Prieſt is troubled, becauſe that 

ſome with-hold that from the Prieſts which they call their dues, 

but certain it is, that many in denying tq pay chem Tythes, do 

x neither obſtinately nor fraudulently, as he ſuppoſes, bur re- 

.. ally for Conſcience fake towards God, and for Chriſts fake, fo 

that ths obſtinacy and fraud is among the Prieſts and their 

+ hearers, and not among ſuch; and many are daily coming to ſee 

the emptinefſe and deceit of the Prieſts ware, that they*l nor 

buy it as they have done, ſo that they are like to mourn more 

then ever they have done yet, for their preaching will not be {o 
vendible as it hath been. 

Pr. The Lord ſaid,concerning the deluding Prophets,that night ſhal be 

- wnto them that they ſhall not have a viſion, that it ſhall be dark unto them, 

' Rep. Ic is juſt Cowith the Priefts now, for nighr 1s ſo far come 

upon them, that they neither havea viſion, nor any Revelati- 

on from God; for they have falfly told us, that Vitions and 

Revelations, and immediate teachings are ceaſed, fo that the 

Anſwer of God they have not, andin the very nature of theſe 

Prieſts they are, who were not to havea Viſion, and over whom 

the day was become dark, for the Prieſts now do bite and de- 

vonr as they did, and when men put into their mouths, they 

- Cry peace, peace, but put not into their mouths, and they even 

| epare war againit men , which was the falſe Priefts, and 

lie Prophets praftile, Mica.3+5.6.7. 
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+ falſe Prophets that pretend they bave new Lights, the 


* nely Revelations of God, they raile on, and revile the preachers of the 
Goſpel, many of them ſpeak, evil of dignities, and in their ſpeakings 
(as I have it told credibly from ſome ) they ſpeak, not on? word tending 
to mortifie the ſced of evill in the heart, m»ch of their multiply:d words 
is to bid their followers detain their Tythes, ani ſuch teaching doth 
wonderfully pleaſe men, carnally and worldly minded, and ſo greedy 
are ſuch Teachers, to drain to themſelves maintenance that ſome of them 


by raking together ſums of money from the bexevolencee of their fellows, ' 
bave been ſuddenly enriched, and after a ſhort whil? of continuing in 


this courſe, have become purchaſers of ſom-thing coxſiderable, 

Rep. In theſe things he hach (ſhewed his (piric of enmity, but 
as one that hath bur reported ſomething of hear-lay, and he 
was afraid to ſpeak plainly out to diſcover thoſe he to charges, 
though we know his malice is chiefly againit us, but theſe his 
Aſpertions do not at all touch us, for we are clear from them; 
And no new Light nor Revelation do we profelle, bur what is of 
God, born witneſſe unto in the Scriptures of truth, and by 
the Saints who were in the Light. And neither do we rail, nor 
revile the preachers of the Goſpel, nor ſpeak evill of diguities, 
for that was their praiſe, who were murmurers and complain» 


ers,who had mens perſons in admiration, becauſe of advantage 


and ſuch are the Prieſts and not we; and I know of none that 
ſp:ak not that which tends to mortifie the (eed of evill in the 
hearc, except it be the Prieſts, and luch as they are,who plead 
for ſin to continue in all men the term of their life, which 


tends to ſtrengthen the evill ſeed. - And how can bidding peo». 
ple detain their Tythes wonderfully pleate men carnally and' - ©." 
worldly minded, when as in ſo doing men are lyable to ſuſtain '.*} 


much more loſfſe in their goods, yea three, or five, or ten times 
more then the Tythes are worch, as many of the Prieſts have 
ſued honeſt men at Law for Tythes, and unmercifully have 
taken from them goods ten or” twenty times more_then' the 


Tythes demanded were worth, as a Book entitled, The Record of 


ſufferings for tythes, 
So that we know of no greedy Teachers, that drain to them 
ſelves, and rake together ſuch ſums of money from their/fe 


lowers, that thereby chey have been ſuddenly enriched, 
 1n aſhore while they have been ſuch purchaſers as he cells of, 


except the Prieſts, and ſuch greedy Teachers as they are, whom *J 
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' wedeny; and if this ſaid Prieſt know of any Teachers thatunn®®” 
ſoenriched by the benevolence of their followers as he ſaith, 
then he may diſcover them, and alſo ſee that they are beyond 
the Prieſts, for they dare not truſt the benevolence of their peo- 
p/e, but muſt have an outward power and Law to compell con- 
trary to the Golpel way. 

Pr. Their regarding themſelver, (viz. the Shepheards and wicked 
Priejts of Iſrael ; is in thy wiſe expreſſed by the prophet, ye eat the fat 
and ye cloath with the wool, E:ek.24 ic. the wick:d ſonsof E\i world 
net burn the fat, but would have it with fleſh to roaſt, and by violence took, 
i#;-1- Sam." 2; 14. I, 

Rep. Then they were juſt like the Prieſts, and hireling Shep- 
heards in England, who eat the fat, and cloathe with the wool, 
and make a prey upon the people, and with cruelty and force 
do Rule over people, as the falſe Prieſts and Shepherds in Iſra- ; 
did, Ez*k,3..4. and when people give not the Prieſts what they 
demand, they take it away by violence, as the wicked ſons : 
of Eli did, who were ſonnes of Belial , who knew not the 
Lord, 

Pr. From Ezek.22.25. It is very probable that the wicked Praeſts 
were guilty, in partaking with thoſe ravenous m:rih.rs, that is, deſtroy- 
ed perſons, &c. 

Rep. And ſo it is as probable now, that many of the wicked 
Prieſts in England,are guilty in partaking with thoſe murthers, 
and deſtroying of perſons that have been in this Nation, when 
they have often called to their hearers, Curſe ye Meroz, and 
ſtirred up their hearers to fight, as falfly they pretended for 

the Goſpe], to the cauſing of much blood to be ſhed, and they 
have firſt turned to one party, and then to another, for their 
bellies and preferments, and not onely ſo, buc alfo for their 
bellies they have impriſoned ſeverall of the ſervants of the Lord 

till death, of late years, whoſe blood will be revenged upon 
them, and thole that joyned with them in their cruelty one 
day. 

Pr. I have not at all uſed either forceor cruelty towards any of my 
tople. 

| : Rev. In this he would make himſelf better then his Brethren 

the-Priefts, who have uſed both force and cruelty to many for 
Tythes, and forced many mens goods from them, whom they 
| dono work for, and have opprefied many poor men har boy 

Wot Auſt Ye carce ' 
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dren withalz and this ſaid Prieſt hath 'nor cleared himſelf fi 
that ungodlineſſe, though deceitfully he hath gone abont to do 
it; For hath he not uſed force when he made uſe of the Law of 
the Nation to recover that which he calls his due (as he faith) 
and that from ſuch as he counts covetous and Sacriligious,con- 
trary to the Apoſtles pra&iſe, who received relief asic was freely 
adminiſtred to their neceſſities, by ſuch.as were taught in the 
Word and Dofrine, without forcing or conipulſion, and they 
eat no mans bread for nought, 2 Thef. 3. 8. which is contra- 
ry to the Prieſts praQtiſe, who take Tithe Corn and other things 
by force from them whom they do no work for,and who have no 
benefit by their teaching 3 but the Lord has promiſed that ſuch 
evil beaſts ( who rule with force, and cruelty. over people) ſhall 
ceaſe outof the Land, Ezek.34 44. 25. | 

Pr. Though imiquity of the time ſhould ſo far prevail, as to obtain the 
abrogation of thoſe very Laws of this Nation which impowers miniſters 
t0 plead for, and tor. cover therr rights, God who ſettethus Miniſters on 
his work, will care and provide for us, either þ ordinary or extra= 
ordinary means. I-77 

Rep. What do the Laws of the Nation impower the miniſters 
to plead for and recover tithes now? when inother places this 
ſaid Prieſt hath pleaded for Tiches as a right from Me!chizedecks 
example,and now he is fled to the Law of the Nacion to plead 
for I hes by, which was not the Minifters of Chriſts rulewho 
preached freely , and kept the Goſpel without charge, ſo that 
the Maſs Prieſts can bring as ſtrong a proof for their receiving 
tithes as he hath done; and it does not appear that the Prieſts 
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would be willing to rely upon, or truſt to the care of God topro- / 
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vide for them, if the Magiſtrates did not provide for themby a 


Law,and compulſion, ſeeingthePrieſts do ſhew ſuch a bad teftimo- 
ny of their relying upon God when they darenot truſt him but 


muſt compel and force maintinance from people,as they dozand 


that the Prieſts have cften denyed ſuch means, ſo that inthis 


as for his pretending totruſt to extraordinary means, we know 


he does but contradi his Brethren, and chus:his confuſion 
appears. ro) 50 | 


Pr. They of whom the Apoſtle fpeaks,' Rom. 16 Tl the ſteps, ſphich 


they took were theje. 1. An bypocriticall pretending that theyſerved the” 
Lard Jeſus Chrift. 2, Areal intending to ſerve their own 


D "4 ail ay 
. 1 As 
be N $+ 4 — ”g o * 4 
Y ®.£ - Vdtch #- . , . , R 
” « x = 
, . g 
- # < 
Bugs, | 2 £4 : oof ; Aga 
EEE SOFA f , (OO ITE PP s 


$4" 
# ; 
3 4s, , ” 
oP ; - : 
4 45% A 4 oo - - ” F 
2 ”"Y n - "*—_ - [.f D #: "y ” s : ye "* 
> DAM: 6 F "OT OS 12 -* FW"? Ls 7 #5 3 SS” Y | 


M3 4*; Ht% | 


— 


By > wa . _ B 
a Rr 5 0 ber * we”. 3% .& >. "4 M0 
; "oe RE. es 1 2 o RMD LR P F 
< 8. et OEAISYS” TE; re 
p. 4 4 | £f s 3 o 5,o| gow & _—— g 
e & * SEAS... - Revg + «x. - 7 - 
®. of. « LY _, "0-4 6 "x % l % | * 308 >.> 7 3 E., 
| op, . " ; # 4 Ra ne : « £ By OY », © 2" Fong * by WY 
: p - 2 . — \ s b pi Ras. Py INE, 0 _m H {9 ,- tai . bs a” 3 ...2 WF. 9. & 
« os : F. 68 5 F. Sta Et _ E -! 1 A h % ; 5 
* *. K* y WW AX Lara . * +: 
. "IE | F \ wh FP * i ” 
Fe 4 : "Kg" wj : CY q 3 _ 
L F ” Pw S 2 : ” 3, Py 
. - P - 
J o & p , , F , s # 4 ' # 7 
jo 4 | . 
/ e - FP 
. . F e = CY G - 
N 
5 . 


RerAn hinss theke Prieſts mow avec 


who inder as hypoentical pretence offervimgithe Lord I etu 
Chrift, 'do really intend to, (and do) ferve their own bellies and 
mind carvhlyhings,P411.3.18,10.& docagafe mach diviſion ainong 


"ime offences contrary to. the Golpel;, and cram with delicares 
pheir bellies, \and pamper: their 'tleſb:and irs lufts, char they are 
waxen fat as the 'falle prieſts were, im fo much that ics chard 
For'imany of theſe fac pritits ropreach till the hour-glaſsbe run 
'Oonre.. | ; 94 104 5 
'\ .PrFbeſe wicked feekers ſto pervert ER wors, wereiditied 
\and were vefylved:toſerue heir lujts, miſteking tobe from any fort or 
faltion of people, provided for their fleſh.to fulfill the Iajts'thereuf, 

Rep. That is evidently the-Priefts pra&ice, who'carr wrangle 
"with, and fne any\fort of:peoplein their Pariſhesfor Tyches,#nd 
'this prieſt isnoticlear obkchat, who canitake 'ryrthes of ſuchus tre 
<ounts\covetous, ſacrilegious, .undRebellious ; und cheythave 
groſly made ſpoyle and hovock of the goods of theni'called 
22rakers, whom they falſely accountheriticks and Ueceivers; [o 
thar according ro theiwown account they-care not front what 
-ſort of 'peaple they. be provided for; thus. all -along this 
Arreſt Bewirk ſpeaks:agaimit themſelves angdyer ſees itinor. 

; Pro0ur words Dvthini comfortings.&* threattings do all of them an their 
very tan degcy ſeek; to breed aud keep among ouv people an Holy thnion in 
-heartand affe ions and en altboly:conver ſytion,&c. we ſerve not our bel- 
+ties but the Lord Feſns Ghrajt. ( 1 Bf 

Rep.,/Hear F.:Bewickrhou'and thy Brethren would fergn your 
ſelves juit men; bur weicannoc believe"thy bare words/and jufti- 
fying your ſelves in words, 'excepe! we hada' berter teftimiony 
'from your converſations then we have, for 'how'can'it be thac 
.your words do tend to keep 'an holy wnion inthe hearts '6f 
people;or that you ſerve nor\your bellies when youmind earth} 
'things, which they-thar do, their Gods their belly,Phil.3 1. 
9: you- threaten people for-your own ends-and- bellies, 
- asthou haſt done when thou haſt threatened them with an eter- 
'\nall- curſe and-everlafting confufton that deny you tythes in 


trends not tounion but to diviſion, for becauſe - thereof 


-_ "the 3:and 24. pages of thy book-; and this your pleading for 
I Tythes 
; there 


, 
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vidently guiley,,. | 


yeople, by pleading, fumg, wranglingifor Tythes,whereby vhey 
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from you. 
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' Pr. Our ſpeech and preaching is not mith enticing words of mans wife 
dome but in the demenftration of the ſpirit. | 
Rep. Thars falſe,formuch of your learning hath been toget 
words of mans wiſdom and inventions, which you ule in preach- 
ing; and what ſpirit is it you demonſtrate. from, fince you have 
not the ſame ſpirit that was in the Apoſtles-and holy men of 
God,as ſeveral of you have ſaid ? But mark how in page 94.thou 
contradicteſt thy ſelf, where thou tells of wearing your fleſhwith 
much ſtudying, & beating of your brains, ſo that Ks evident you 
do not preach in the demonſtation of the ſpirit of truth for'your 
ſtudying and preaching depends more upon your own brain, 
& upon the fleſh then upon the {pirit,as thoſe that ſpeak a devi- 
nation of their.own brain & not from the mouth of the Lord. 
Pr. I can boldly and truly ſay | have taught my peo} le nothing but 
the word of truth, which tends'to conform thear ferſons, and lives to the 
boly will of God in all things. | SN 
Rep. Thou boaſts of thy ſelfe mainly J. B. but what "thou 
ſayelt is falſe, for thou art here reproved for ſeveral things in 
thy book which are not true, as many more of thy words are 
Alſo how hath thy teaching been to conform perſons and lives 


to the holy will of Godin all chings, when it is openly known - 
that the moſt of you hireling prieſts contend and plead forfin, 


as if none might be free from fin 8 | ding, ſolong as they live, 
contrary to the true Miniſters do&rine; And do not you then 
promiſethings unperformable againſt thy own words, when you 
exaort men to preſs on to perfe&ion, and [atour to be cleans 


and then cell chem they cannot be clean nor perfe& on this fide | 


the grave. | | 
Pr I can'truly ſay as the Apoſile did, T have coveted no mans ſilver #0r 
Gold nor apparell, © 2 TY 
Rep.Thus thou often juſtifies thy ſelfe and compares thy ſelfe 
with the Apoſtle, but we cannot believe thee, nor ſuch as thoy 
art;for the true Apoftle was never hired at a place for lo much 


year for preaching, nor pleaded for tythes nor ſued men' a 
other prieſts have done for your bellies, which is. aft excee 
ſhawe for you if you were notvery impudenr,  ' 

Pr.I challznge the whole world & Samucl didthe Iſralites,hete'T am, 
17 A  * vo 


Law, nor ſet out ſo many preat books for rythes as thoy aud 
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'* "wittneſs agai 
b irkem Tick 
| whoſe Cow, of whoſe Calfe, or whoſe Horſe have I taken ? ori whom have 
'. T defrauded or whom have I opreſſed? Kc. | 
. Rep. This Prieft Bewick would alwayes be ſetting a fair face 
upon their dirty cauſe, and deceirfully herein would make him- 
ſelfe moreinnocent then the ret of his Brethren che Pricfſts, who 
many. in this Nation can wicnels againſt, for oppreflingthem & 
taking from chem both Oxen, Sheep, Lambs,'Cowes, Calves, 
Horſes, and for defrauding many of muck more then the tythe 
came to ; ({o that ſeeing theſe Prieſts would fo faine be numbered 
among the holy men of God,and compare themſelves with 
them, as with Samuel-and others;: Fherefore:Echallenge all the 
Priefts in Evgland to come forth before all the people in their 
ſeveral pariſhes, end let them challenge them all, xs Samuel did 
all }ſrael when he was oldand gray headed, and ler every one 
of the Prieſts ſay as he did, behold h:re I am witneſs againſt me before 
the Lord, whoſe Ox have I takin? Or whoſe Aſs have | taken ? Or 
whom have | defrauded? Whom have I oppreſied? Or o! whoſe hand have 
T received any. bribe to bland my:e)es.therewith ? and I will reftore it you; 
and when the Prieſts have given ſuch a challenge, then let them 
ſee if the people can juſtifie them as I(rael juſtified Samuels inno- 
cency from thele things, when they ſaid thou haſt not defrau- 
ded us nor opreſſed us,neicher haſt thou taken oughe of any mans 
hand, 1 Sam. 12. 1.2.3.4.Now ifthe Prieſts of thisNation dare noc 
give ſich a challeng to the people, ler the people of this Nation 
note that they are neither in the life nor praftiſes of the holy 
men of God, and hard would it be for the Prieſts to reftore all 
the ungodly gain that they have taken from people by fraud 
and oppreſſion, however in this they are tryed. 

Pr. Land faithfull Miniſters are not in the wayof Cains cruelty, 8c. 
I and other faithful Miniſters are not in any of theſe particular courſes 
In which Balaam walked, pages, $2.83. WH 

Rep. We know that faichfull Miniſters are not in the way of 
Cain nor Balaam, but among faithfull Miniſters haſt thou often 
bypgcritically reckoned thy fe)f; and you Prieſts in this Nation 
are neither clear from the way of Cain nor Balaam,while you are 
in their nature,in envy , and covetouſneſs, envyingand hating 
fuch as differ from you, and many of you have been the cauſe 


of ſome of Gods people: ſuffering in prifons. till death of late 
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me before the Lord; whoſs Ox have E taken 7 Or whoſe | 
? $0 I cantruly askg whoſe ſheep or whoſe Lamb or. 
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made appear hath been for your own ends and bellies; andiny |} 
Balaams way you evidently appear, coveting afcer the wages of | ' 
unrighteouſneſe, and having mens perſons in admiration becauſe }* 
of advantage, as ae had whom Frde cryed wo unto Wio were | 
in Cains way and Balaams way, tte 7rde*s Epiſtle. 

Pr. David did not caſt his body ( as | hear ſome Quakers do) into 
trembling fits, and quaking ſhaking poſtures, F... 

Rep. I hey that have reported that the ®rakers have caſttheir }* 
bodies into trembling fits, they have reported falſely, and are | 
mockers and diſpiſers of the work of God as thou F. B. art, for {| 
it is the power of God which cauſed David and the true Prophers | 
and Apoſtles to cremble, which. haye cauſed many of them +: 
whom God regards to tremble in this age;and they may be aſha= !* 
med who ſing Dazids words in meeter, which dotcit tie of Da® 


vids fleh trembling, and of his quakings, and yet mock and re® | ' 
proach them who are come to witnels trembling by the. ſame j 1 
power as David and the holy men did; and touching Iinging Þ]' 
: Plalms, note a few things which fob Bewick hath laid }J; 
- down. | [4 
; Pr. From Epheſ.s. 12, 19. and Collof, 3. 16. Jam.5.12. he faith ſi 
[4 The Apoſtle in all theſe places points us tothe book of Pſalms, viz. the }. 


Pſalmes of David, Aſaph, an4 other holy men of God. 

Rep. In thele things his ignorance,and perverting the minds 
of the 11mple appears, for in theſe ſcriptures there is no mention 
of the Apoſtles pointing them ro the book of Plalms, for the 
Apoſtle direted the laints to. the word of God in them who 
were a people that were ſan&thed,and not a company of proud, 4 
covetous, earthly minded, and wild people, ſuch as the Prieſts: - -; 
give Davis prayers, prophelies, and complaintsro, tolingin ©, 
Rimeand Meter in their Afſemblys; and it was the word of God *- ; 
in che Saincs that was the ground of their {inging, and they: ,- 4: 
fung, and prayed,and edified one an others that word or ſpigje * }} 
of Godin them led them, and not by the traditions of men Þ}! 
Pl without, as they who now {ing ſuch a Pialm or (u-h a prayer or }| 


\ complaint of David, as a proud Prieſt or a drunken Clerk do. give {| 

| them in, which 15a miſerable dark way of worlhipping, and no - }J 
where owned in the ſcriptures of cruth; And as for the finging 3 
Davids plalms,and the ſongs of theTemple,theywere uſed in the | J] 
time of the Law , and firſt covenant, when they uſed .to- praile *. }} 
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inftrufted,which outward Inſtuments were but fgures of an in- 
ward melody, which the Saints in the new Covenant injoyed 
who worſhiped God in the newnels of the fpirit, &not in the old- 
neſs ofthe ſaves, and made melody in their heartsto the Lord 
Cwithour thefe inftuments) and in che ſpirx ofcruch they felt a 
remaining joy and prayſing of God when the outward Temple 
and the ſongs of it were ceaſed. | 

Pr. The Apoſtles recomending theſe Pſalms to be ſung doth plainly in« 
timate, that they thought tbat theſe Pſalmes did comprehend fit mattey 
for every finger to meditate upon for his edification,and alſo they approved 
of their uſe in meeter with muſicall accents and cadencies, 

Reply. Thisis but like the relt of his imagined Ruff, and with- 
out any dire proof of Seripture, for neither he nor any of the 
Prieſts have ever yet proved that che Apoftles ever recommends. 
ed Davids Plalmes and Experiences m Rhime and Metre to peo= 
ple as they do, but rather direQed them to the Spirit of God 
in them to teach them; for {ince the Apoltles dayes were Davids 
Pſalmes, Prayers, Propheties, Lamentations and Complaints 
of his Waftings, Roarings and Tremblings turned into metre, 
by Thomas Sternhold and John Hopkins, and others, and their in- 
vented mutical accents and cadencies uſed in {inging in the Po- 
piſh Maſſec houſes here in England, which the Prieſts have no ex- 
ample for from the holy men of God in Scripture; and in the 
Prieſts Aſſemblies, proud people in linging Davrds Plalmes (ay, 
=, Chey arenov puft in mind, and corners lay they have noſcorn- 

* ful eye, Pal. 13'. And drunkards and glutconous perſons ſay 
they humble their (ouls with faſting, Plal.35.13,14.And tell God 
they lament and go mourning all the day long,when they areart 
that very time finging and making themtelves merry with theſe 
complaints of David.And chey tell God that their fleſh is waſted 

| from off their bones, Pal. 102. 4, 5- when their eyes ſtand ouc 
. with fatnefſe; And that they are clothed with fackclorh, Pal. 69. 
11,12 when many of them ace in their filks, with their Rib- 
bands and filver and gold lace about them; and thus the people 
are cauſed toerre, and to walk in darkneſle by their Teachers. 
\ __ Pr, Andin that the Apoſtle faith, If any max be merry let bens 
| Jing Pſalmes, it is evident that the World of men as well as the Church 


* of Saints are enjoyned by the outward melody of thear voice to expreſſe the 


a. inward muſick of their glad hearts. REA 


-  renſtringed inſtruments, and Organs &c. as. David. in his Plalms - 
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foyned by finFing Plalmes eek elte ur | 
as drunkards, wearers and the like, who are of the world, ex- 
prefſe their inward joy by finging Pſalmes, and fo the wicked 
who cannot rejoyce in God, muſt expreſſe their carnal and vain 
joy 3 Oa ! what pitiful ſtuff 1s chis che Prieſt hach uttered, and 
whac liberty hath he given to deceitand wickenelfe, hereby. to |} 
cransforme itſelf into a pretence of godlineffe, and of woithip= F_ 
mg God ; and ſeeing the Apottle «exkortcd che Saints ed fing Þ 
with grace, and faid we will {ing with the ſpirit, chis ws not } 
ro the world who are our of the ſpiric, then what ſpirit my{lt che 
wicked fing with, and from what in them mult they praiſe God? }J. 
ſeeing thar the Priefts do not own that the wicked have any |} 
Spiricual Light, or favmg grace in them, and yer chey cauſe } | 
fuch to lingas chey count ſo void of grace, which che Apottles 
writ not their Epittles ro; Swely their ignorance and want of 
underſtanding 13 eahie to fee herem. And Famos his ſaying Is a» | ? 
7 amoag you a ffliied ? let him pray, is any merry ? let him ſing pſalms, _ : 

4 | 


M.5- 13. hedid nor ſpeak this as to be tulfilled by the world 
bue by the Brethren, who could be merry in the Truth; So if 


: p : y | | 
% any among themwas afiji&:d he mighe pray, if any was merry . || 
vf he might fing; So here was aftil &tion to be known among them, Þ; 


before'the-mirth ; Sothar in this che Apoſtle did not encourage 
the wicked and prophane to exprefle their gladneſle in tinging 
Davids experiences in meter as the Priefts do. $ 

Prieft. And in thy 135 page thou ayes That its by dive ape 
pomtment, that as Chriſts'Miniiters are to be Lights on a candleſtick, 
pouring out the oyl of their labours, in their light ſome informations of 
people ; So Chrijts aunomted peop'e are placed Ly hy porvidence as olivg _ 
trees, emptying the golden oyl of maintenance for his Miniſters out of, + 


. 


* tbemſelyes. ; ' 
e Rep, In which affertion of thine theſe things are to be. min» _ 
ded. 1 Phat the Labours and Informations of Chriſts Mini» 


fters are to be lightſome, or to inform people of the light; Then © 

| all who'labour to inform people againſt the light, are by Divine . 
” appointment,not Chriſts Miniſters, nor anſwering his end, and 
4 {o-have no right co his maintenance, 2, That ſecing thouſay» };. 
et, its the annointed people that are placed by bis providence to mofi "i 

tain his Minifters out of themſelues, Then are they that thave not 
received chat annointing free, and not within that divine pro= 7; 
I % vidence, {1 
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and ſpoil-and impriſon ſuch as you call Hereficks, carnal menz 
and unbelievers, none at all eſcaping that come within your 
reach, This is not by Divine appoincment, And.the laſt thing 
to be minded (which is more remarkable then ordinary ) ts thy 
confeſſion to what you look upon to be your golden oy1, name- 
ly your maintenance, which though it is a thing which by the ſpi- 

.-rit of Truch we knew w.thour your confeſſion, viz. what it was 
' that annointed your wheels, and made fo many run un-fent, 

and by the ſame (piric of light and truch which ſhewed it to us, 
| have we been made to tell you of it, yet how oft have you cal- 
\ led uf lyars? and (aid we reproached you, and (aid both in 

words and writings that you did not preach for lrire or main- 
tenance, Which very thing out of the people is now confeſſed 
to be your golden. Oyl, ot which they are to empty themſelves 
into you, and this (tayeſt chou )is by Divine appointmenc;zand 
ſo they who donot freely empty themſelves, you do it by force, 
as indeed ſome of you have done to purpoſe, ſo that little of 
this golden Oyl you haveleft in whole Families, but have fall'd 
them with nakednefle and hunger, having taken from them of 
that which (ſhould have fed and clothed them, tothe value, of 
ſome fixty, ſome eighty, ſome an hundred, ſome above; 
and its not a few in thele late years who have been thus empti< 
dof your golden Qy1; behold your light and your candleſtick, 
on whictryou are ſer before all men. 
Pr. In thy «45 page thou affirmes that the very places where 
Chrijtzans meet to perform ſervice to God are in holy Scriptures catled 
Churches, 

Reply, And thou brings but one proof for it, which is 1 Cor. 
$2.22. and in that thou confounds thy lelf, and ſpeaks .cruth 
- - and knowsnot; for ſayes thou, Thus the Apoſtle peaking of the Aſ- 
F:” ſembly # the Corinthian Church, &c, To which 1 ſay, if he ſpoke of 
| the Aflembly, then not the place, for the Aſſembly is nor the 
* place; Sothy tongue bewrayes thee. And further, if thy words 
2 true, that every ſuch place is a Church, then is there many 
Churches, being char there is many places both in private hou- 
= ſes, fields, ſtreers and mountains, and by the Sea ſhores, where 
> Chriſtians have met co perform ſervice to God, and enjoy his 
| holy @xdinances; So out of thy awn mouth be thou judged, 
{+ who woulThinde people £0 your Steeplc- houſes alone as Chur - 
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of places) and no where elſe; And ſo are the words of Chriſt '# 


and his Apoſtles, John 4. Theſe 1+ 1. And neither in that place T7. 
4 thou mentions, nor any where elſe, doth the Apoſtles call any | 
M place without the People a Church of God, bur on the contra- | | 
* ry ſaith, God dwells not in Temples made with hands, nor is he wor= | _ 
pd ſhipped with mens hands, AQs 17. 24, 25» and 7. 48. So thy al» | | 
: ſertion is turned back as falſe, and the truth receives notthy | 

Teſtimony; And whatever may be called a Church or Churches, * 


in the Apoſtles times, your Steeple-houſes cannot be they, not, | 
one of them. being then builded, nor long after, till Popery ;; * 
came np; So its by thy foundation thou muſt leck co ſtand, for 
the Scriptures knows thee not herein, nor will the Spiru bear 

thy carnal comprehenſions, onely thy falſe gloſſes may keep | 
blind people in conſcience of the Idol, for which thou muſt ac- » * | 
count to God in his Day; And that the Apoltle cals thy Steeple». | 
houſe the Church of God, muſt needs be a lye, none of them } 
being built nor known till many years after .the Apoſtles. de- ..J | 
ceaſe, but many ſuch ſhameleſſe afſertions thou haſt in thy Book:,3 | 
which reaſonable men would bluſh to affirm. "al |. 


$., ; 


Þ Pr. As in page 117. thou afirmes, That though the Worſhip and 

F. Service 1s Changed, which was in the time of the Temple, and after at® 

bo I-ruſalem, yet the maintenance which they had is continued, and to b&% 
continned to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. —_— 

F Rep. Which is a two-fold lye, for it diſcontinued all thexime*®Y 


riſe, neither is it to continue, for the Apoſlle exprelly ayes, 8 | 
The Prieſthood being changed, vhere is alſo made of neceſſity a change of A | 
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Would be te6redions to mention, which you not-hay 
© mpg diſproved, and the thing is diſco 
ch was their tm#intenance.. EY Wy 6 3: AER 

Pr. In thy 149. page thou confeſſes, as thou never beard the woyce 
of God, as did the Prophets and Apjiles: Yet thou layeft, Thou haſt 
communicated thit very woice which others heard, 1 ſay,then haſt not 
thou ſtolen it from atiother, as the falle Pcophecs did and falſe 
Teachers of ofd, who uſed their tongues, ſaid, Thu ſaith the Lord, 
when they never heard hid woice, nor ſaw bis ſhape, nor had the Word 
of God abiding in them ? ag'thou may read, ler. 23. Tobn 5. 37, 3% 
Ion 8..37.. 

And thou ſayeſt God hath ceaſed in theſe later duyes to ſpeak any 
more, as be did of old by immediate wi.es and extraordinary way2s, for 
he fþ eaks now to his people by bi Son which #s God, | ſay this is Bavels 
Voyce; what is God now become dumb, and ſpeaks no more, 
and yet ſpeaks by his Son, who is God, and yet notimmediate, 
not extraordinary ? whar fhifts is he put co, who ſetteth and 
ſtands in the way to oppoſe between God and his People? whar 1s 


- 4 


not the Son of God immediate,and yet thou ſaiſt he is God,and. 


Not extraordinary ? but ( ſayeſt thou) Thi z4 @ ſpell or ſpeech by 
which henow Teaches; So thy God 1s dumb, and now ſpeaks by 
a Spel, here is thy Gods definition; And now ſeeing it is ſo, 
why are you ſo offended and calls us Railers,when you are told 
that you know not the Living God, nor his Spirit in you, nor 
did you-ever hear his voice, nor he ſpeak to you, but you run 
unſent, and God hath not ſpoken to you, nor have you his 
Word abiding in you, to wit the Word which liveth and abi- 
deth for ever, which is not dumb, nor changeable. but that 
word you have, you have it from your Neighbors, or take it out 
of Books, or ſpeak by a Spel, as thy own words are. 

And for that which is perfe& thou clears thy (elf of it, and ex- 
preſly ſayes, Thou believes the Scriptures ſpeak of that which is per- 
fed, to which they onely are come who are in heaven, but thereunto they 
who are on earth have not come, which is all one as co fay either that 


.Chrift is not perfe&, orelſe that none can come to htm while on 


earth 3 and ſo all them who were come not onely to Chriſt, but 


to God the Judge of all, and tothe Spirits of juſt men made per- 


fe, who wasthen on earth, all them chou haſt in Print denied, 
and bears thy witneſle againſt them and their Teſtimony, Heb. 


22-22,23..and they are all with us againk thee ; and thou thats 
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zyme to | e@, thy root muſt needs 
and nought thats perfe& is to be expe&ed from thee. ' 
And concerning fin thou affirms no max, on earth can be freed 
from it,and thou brings Solomons words to prove it, their is not 4 
Juſt man on the earth that doth good and ſineth not ({ayeſt thou ) the 
meaning is he ſftnnethin doing good, towhich its anſwered if 
nonecan be free,then all muſt be ſervants as Chrift hath ſaid, Is; 
$. 34 and the lervant of in is free from righteouſneſs; and if 
doing good be i1n, then by the rule of contraries, doing evil muſt 
be righteouſneſs ; this Do&rine makes for the author of ſin, and 
his Kingdome, but againſt the Kingdome of Chriſt and his 
cruth; and thereby thou art ſeen, thy workmanſhip, and whois 
thy Mafter 3 and many ſuch meanings you have, co keep {in up 
while people live, that they may dye therein, which I ſay was 
never the work of Gods righteous ſervants, from whom you 
are known by your works and dodrines, asin former dayes ich 
have been, whowas miniſters of fin, and its upholders in the 
world as thefalſe teachers ever was, (uch as could not ceaſe from 
fin, and ſo we need not to go to Pope to find the man of lin, as 
thou wouldft have us, in 149. page, for hic is found nearer. 

As forany revelations immediate at this day, thouſayelt, thou 
diſowneſt them; for (aiſt thou, Chrijt bath finally recorded the whole 
counſel of God,8&c. which 1s all one as to dilown any to know God 
at this day, ſeeing Chriſt hath expreſly ſaid, that no-man can 
know the Father bur by revelation, Mat. 11.27. And if Chriſt 
have recorded his whole & final Counſel in the letter, then its to 
no purpole to wait on the Spirit for counſel; What tuff is here? 
Did ever Miniſter of the Spirit and Life teach ſuch Do&rine as 
chis is ? Doſt thou not here with all chy power ſet thy ſelf to 
keep people from the knowledge of Chritt in them, and the 
Teachings of his Spirit to make void, & fo keep people ina Re- 

bate itate, as all are who know wot ( briſt in them,and they that 
pave not his Spirit are none of hy, 2 Cor 13.5. Rom, £.9. So finding 
thee in all theſe chings,contraty to the DoQrine of Chriſt & his 
Apoſtles, I recommend to thee thy own words, p.164.where thou 
defines Antichrift, ſaying, He who s Antichrilt is one who tran ſereſſes 
t'e DoGirine of Chriſt, aud abides 10t in it, and he us al ſo a Deceiver and 
hath not God and Chriſt ; So out of his Do&rine thou arc found, 
and God and Chriſt thou haſt not, who never came to oughr 
thats perfeQ, and'ſo thy (elf muſt needs be that Deceiver. 
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” |" Andwhereds thon ail in. 161; Thet we diſown nid denythemae 
* » 'Chriſt Ieſus, and that 'we ſpeak contemptuouſly of him, aud of hig body, 8c. 
', we ſay his witneſle in our conſciences teſtifies againſt thy lyes_ 
” andlanders therein,8& we have peacetherein,and all that knows *? 
Us (hall ceſtifie wich us, and againft thee for a falſe Accuſer, and 7 
this muſt thou bear, and thy lyes touch us not; and much like } 
tochisis thy {lander,in p. 162. where thou accuſes us for deny= 
ing che holy Scriptures, which is ſo knownly falſe we need nota 
furcher Anſwer. | 
And much more confuſion, falſe-hood, and abſurdities there 
| are in thy book which we could lay open, but we paſs them by 
as not worth mentioning, yet we know that they muſt at length 
bethy own burthen, And now the. day is ſo far riſen which 
hath ſo muchdiſcovered you hireling Prieſts, and your deceits, 
that weneed write the leſs to you, for the eyes of many thou- 
ſands are now open tolee your ſhame and nakedneſs, and your 
folly and confuſion appears more then ever, who have ſo long 
ſet up your ſelves in your pride and covetouſneſs,and are grown 
ſo fat and lofty, that one is like to devour another. 
And many of you that have profeſſed your (elves to be of the reformed Mini- 
niſtry are ſo afraid co loſe your places, and be caſt out by them called Epiſcopal 
- Miniſters, that you in your hypocrifie are fain ro conform to them in things wet 
you have abſolutely denied; as many of the Preſbycerian Prieſts ſo called, have 
rorned to the Book of Common Prayer and other old ceremonies, to pleaſe the 
Epiſcopal party, and to ſave their places, and ſo in building up again that which 
they have thrown down, they openly make themſelves - tranſgreſlors, and yer 
when many of you have done what you can in bowing and cringing under that 
' which you have openly preached againſt, you muſt be overcome and caſt out one 
of another notwithſtandiug 3 ſo thar irs apparent the hand of the Lord is againſt 
you, and a line of confuſion is ſtretched over you. 
_ Therefore lct all pcople who love their ſouls deny yon.and come from among 
' ſach barren mounrains, and broken ciſterns that can hold no water, as you are 
| who have nor ſtrengrhened the diſeaſed, neither have you truly healed that 
- which was ſick,bur with force & with cruelty have ye ruled over them There- 
fore all people who defire afrer lifero your ſouls, come to rhe light of Chriſt in 
yp that with it you may be led unto Chriſt the chief Shepherd, who will feed 
K is lock himſelf, and carry his Lambs in his Arms, and gently lead rhem thar are 
+ Wirth young, This is the good Shepherd who layes down his life for his flock,and 
he is the door into the ſheep-folg, and every one that comes in by him ſhall go 
"in and our and find paſture. 


? by 


KS | From us who are witneſſes againſt Deceivers and there 
Re C4 [.2 1. for dare r.do. | unrighteous DoFrines and wayes, but friends to the 
P-32.1.22:gfter 100 7,1. true Miniſters, and to all that love the way of truth, 
| y % : GG. W. 8& Þ. N. 
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